
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

We seem to have had a relatively quiet month, activity 

wise, compared to June which was very busy. 

 

Brian and I have often spoken of going to The Briars 

but like so many other things we have never got 

around to it, so we were pleased to be going there for 

the Yuletide lunch.     We all enjoyed the day and after 

reading Richard Sams‟ report I know why we were 

feeling very cold when we stopped for our obligatory 

coffee in Moss Vale. 

 

With the swimming world championships being held 

in Shanghai, I am really looking forward to hearing our 

guest speaker, Sarah Ryan, on Friday. 

 

Have a good month. 

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for the August Meeting is 

Sarah Ryan, Olympic Swimmer. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 
 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Sue Alcock, Brian Ball, Faye Bowen, Kevin Burrows, 

Colette Keyworth, Malcolm McKenzie, Mary Michel, 

Jim Mossman, George Selway, Tony Wolf. 

 

WELFARE 
Lorraine Ball:  I spoke to Lorraine this week and she 

says she is coping well and looking forward to seeing 

us soon, hopefully, at our next meeting. 
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Janice McCurrie:  I spoke to Janice this week and she 

spends quite a lot of her day resting.  She was quite 

bright when I spoke to her and I have sent her all our 

good wishes. 

Lynne Turner:  I have spoken to Pat Scott and she has 

informed me that Lynne hopes to come back home 

soon, possibly next week.  She will have a nurse to 

help her cope every day.  I will let you know of her 

progress as soon as I make contact with her. 

 

 

A PROFILE -  Ron Crawford 

 

 
 
I was born 29

th
 May 1940 at Marrickville Hospital.  

Raised in Robinson Street, Punchbowl as the eldest of 

three boys and lived in Punchbowl until marriage to 

Beverley 24
th
 October 1964. 

 

Schooling was at Lakemba Infants and Primary  

School after obtaining Intermediate Certificate in 

1956.  With no clear career path in mind I took a 

vocational guidance test which suggested suitable 

options. 

 

Accountancy was first on the list, but after 4 years of 

auditing other people‟s records I decided to try option 

2 which was banking – I gave it 29 years of my 

business life starting as enquiry clerk and attaining 

Branch Manager status, then decided to give it up 

because of the bank‟s changing attitude to staff and 

customers.  I tried courier work for 18 months which 

was a complete change of direction and enjoyable but 

not financially sustainable.  Next job was Residential 

Property Management for 14 years until age 65 when I 

contemplated retirement, however an opportunity came 

up with the Red Cross Blood Service which I accepted 

and enjoyed over 4 years finally retiring on 18
th
 

December, 2009. 

 

Our married life began in Hinemoa Street, Panania 

where we lived for 4 years – in 1968 we moved to 

Rivenoak Avenue, Padstow where we lived until July 

2010 – during those 42 years we raised 3 children who 

have presented us with 5 grandchildren. 

 

While our children attended Padstow Park Primary 

School, Beverley and I became involved in the P & C 

Association for 12 years and were part of the 

committee that instituted and ran the Annual Art & 

Craft Exhibition for many years.  I was also invited to 

join the Hurstville Rotary Club which I enjoyed for 7 

years. 

 

In May 2010 with the property market booming we put 

our Padstow home on the market and sold it in 5 hours.  

We moved into Harrington Park on 9
th
 July 2010 with 

no regrets and were introduced to the Narellan Probus 

Club by our ex-Padstow friends, Ken and Brenda 

Starkey.  The Probus Club has become an integral part 

of our life – allowing us to meet and mix with many 

new friends and acquaintances. 

 

My sporting interests began with soccer at age 15 

through to 30 and I was introduced to sailing at age 23 

when I began racing in 16ft skiffs on Botany Bay.  I 

am still sailing, but now in a 30ft yacht, on Lake 

Macquarie.  Since retirement I have found the time to 

include golf, lawn bowls and croquet with the Probus 

Group.  Family holidays with the children included 

camping over the Christmas holidays and snow skiing 

in winter.  We are currently involved in supporting the 

grandchildren‟s sporting activities – soccer, cricket, 

swimming and BJP Physical Culture. 

 

 

YULEFEST 2011 By Richard Sams 

 

 
 
What weather to have a Yulefest!  On a cold and 

cloudless morning (at least for the start of the day) a 

gaggle of cold, but enthusiastic group of 68 Probus 

members waiting at Narellan to board the buses to 

drive to The Briars at Moss Vale.  The temperature at 

Camden was 8 degrees, but with a wind chill this felt 

like 4 degrees, this was Camden‟s 2
nd

 coldest day in 

July this year.  Less heat was to come!  Arriving in 

Bowral at 10.00am we were met with the coldest 

morning in the Southern Highlands this year with the 

temperature hovering around 6 degrees (felt like 1.5).  

Brisk walks to the nearest Coffee Shops warmed us up.  

The day started at a chilling -3.8 at Moss Vale, but this 

warmed up to a temperate 7.9 degrees which felt like 

2.7 by the time we got off the warm buses.  Great 

Christmas in July weather! 

The Briars was really welcoming with a beautiful log 

fire which seemed to take a long time to edge past so 



that we could get to the dining room.  The dining room 

was a large sunny room with very pleasant views over 

manicured lawns with Rainbow Parakeets grazing and 

a dam which had families of ducks paddling around.  

Gradually the layers of warm coats etc. were removed 

as we all basked in the warmth of the building and the 

sun streaming through the windows. 

 

The noisy pre-dinner conversations were effectively 

quieted by a Christmas style meal consisting of prawn, 

salmon quiche and cheese canapés for the first course 

followed by a choice of pork or turkey with roast 

vegetables and a choice of green vegetables.  These 

filling restaurant quality courses were followed by a 

delicious dessert of strawberry in jelly, ice cream and a 

creamy chocolate roll.  Coffee or tea followed. 

 

A hearty tuneful (?) rendition of Jingle Bells followed 

the meal led by our own Probus Singers. 

 

After a suitable time, while most of us let the meal 

settle, a quiet exodus outside for a walk around the 

grounds allowed us to wander to the buses with a 

(relatively) clear conscience for the trip home.  A 

pretty good way to spend a Friday. 

 

PS.  All temperatures quoted are official BOM 

recordings. 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Please note:    Any visitor who places their name on 

an interest activity sheet must be accompanied by a 

member known to them.  They should also include 

their phone number against their name. 

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland     

    

 
 

Art Group at work!   You may notice that nobody is 

actually doing any work …they are all talking, eating 

or drinking! 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

 At our last meeting we discussed “Mrs. Dalloway” by 

Virginia Woolf.  Though some found it difficult, we all 

agreed it deserved its “classic” status.  Our next 

meeting is on 15
th
 August when we compare reactions 

to “Winter Garden” by Beryl Bainbridge.    There will 

be no meeting in September. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The next Cards Night will again be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Friday  night, 26
th
 August commencing at 

7pm.  Contact Ken and Brenda on 46255253. 
 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our card makers are off to a flying start with their 

Christmas preparations as our last session featured a 

Christmas card with Dasher stamped in Eggplant on 

white, some patterned paper and a silver greeting, all 

mounted on a Kraft card.  Other cards showcased 

inlaid embossing, paper doileys and a special stamp set 

called „Strength and Hope‟, sales of which helped 

support Breast Cancer research.  Our next meeting on 

Tuesday, 9
th
 August will include another Christmas 

card with more traditional colours resist embossing 

and a new stamping technique. 

 

Craft – Mary Michell 

 

We had an enjoyable afternoon on Tuesday 5
th
 and 19

th
 

July.  We are still crocheting, hand quilting and 

knitting.  Also I‟d like to add that if you are not into 

craft that you are most welcome to come along and see 

what we get up to and join us for a cuppa and a chin 

wag. 

Our next craft group meet on Tuesday, 2
nd

 and 16
th
 

August.  Our September craft group will be 6
th
 

September.  There will be NO CRAFT ON 20
TH

 

SEPTEMBER as most of us are going on the 

Toowoomba holiday. 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Our gardeners‟ trip to the Sydney Botanic Gardens was 

cancelled due to the rain.  We are available if anyone is 

in need of water – we don‟t even have to do a rain 

dance, we just organise a gardeners‟ day out.  Our next 

outing is to the EG Waterhouse garden at Caringbah to 

see the camellias.  Details coming later.  

Keep Potting On 

 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

For the first meeting of this month we had a Photoshop 

Tutorial.  We then discussed our next meeting on 29
th
 

July, which was to Glenalvon, a Historic House in 

Campbelltown.  This proved to be a wonderful, 

interesting day with perfect weather.  Please have your 

photos from that day ready for appraisal on Friday,12
th
 

August at the Activity Centre, 10am as usual.  Also 

have your Challenge Paper ready for checking.  We 

will then be looking at the use of photos on Calendars 

and Greeting Cards. 

Happy Snapping 



Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

On Thursday, 4
th
 August our Maroubra to Coogee 

Beach walk departs Leumeah Station at 7.53pm 

 

Our Croquet day on 11
th
 July was well supported and 

we all enjoyed trying to get the ball through the hoops 

– some were better than others!   Our next Croquet 

game is Monday, 8
th
 August 2.00pm-4.00pm 

 

Our restaurant outing is Wednesday, 24
th
 August at 

6.30pm at the Saam Thai Restaurant, 58 Dumaresq 

Street, Campbelltown. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Thank you, Jim, for your presentation of your trip 

through Victoria, South Australia, driving across the 

Nullarbor to Western Australia.  Thank you to David 

Llewellyn for his assistance with Jim‟s presentation. 

 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday 17
th

 August.  

Sharon and Paul will show highlights of their recent 

trip to Greece and the Greek Islands.  

 

The Travel Tales group meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at the large hall in Park Central at 

7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have 

photos of any trip you enjoyed and would like to share 

them with other members please speak to either Kathy 

or Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

21 of us enjoyed Motherhood the Musical on Saturday, 

23
rd

 July after having dinner in the bistro. 

 

August 

Elvis to the Max Saturday, 6
th
 August 8pm  

Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

Mary Duff Irish Singer Sunday, 7
th
 August 2.30pm 

Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

Hot August Night/Neil Diamond Show Saturday, 13
th
 

August  8pmCampbelltown Catholic Club 

September 

Menopause The Musical Saturday, 24
th
 September 

8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club 

October 

The Wharf Revue Thursday, 6
th
 October 8pm  

Casula Power House 

March 2012 

Annie at Lyric Theatre Star City, Tuesday, 20
th
 March 

2012 $61  Please pay by November meeting 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Aug 2 Craft with Mary 

Aug 4 Maroubra to Coogee Beach Walk 

Aug 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Aug 6:  Elvis The Max, C.C.C 8pm 

Aug 7: Mary Duff, Irish Singer, C.C.C 2.30pm 

Aug 8 Croquet at Harrington Park 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Aug 9 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 12 Photography with Ros 

Aug 13 Hot August Night Anniversary Concert, C.C.C 

8pm 

Aug 15 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Aug 16 Craft with Mary 

Aug 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Aug 19 Coach Tour: Australian Motorlife Museum 

Aug 24 Restaurant Outing: Saam Thai Restaurant,  

58 Dumaresq St, Campbelltown 6.30pm 

Aug 26 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 26 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7pm 

Aug 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Sep 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Sep 6 Cards with Marion 

Sep 6 Craft with Mary 

Sep 9 Photography with Ros 

Sep 14-21  Tour:  Toowoomba – The Garden City 

Sep 21 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Sep 23 Gardening with Sue 

Se 24 Menopause the Musical, C.C.C. 8pm 

Sep 27 Bowls Camden RSL 2.15pm   

Sep 30 Photography with Ros 

Oct 4 Craft with Mary 

Oct 6 Tour of Cabramatta 

Oct 6 The Wharf Revue 2011, Casula Powerhouse 

8pm 

Oct 7 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00amn 

Oct 11 Cards with Marion 

Oct 14 Photography with Ros 

Oct 17 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Oct 18 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Oct 21 Coach tour: Australian Pioneer Village 

Oct 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 28 Gardening with Sue 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  5 Aug2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  2 Sept 2011

       10am – 12 noon 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 
Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 


